
August 25. 2003 

MF Marleiie I i  Dortcli 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Coinmission 
445 12th Strcel, S W 
WLisliingtoii, D C 20554 

lit, 111 tlic Matter of Iiiiproviiig Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band; 
WT Docket No 02-55 (Ex Parte) 

Dear Madam Secretary, 

The Fraiikliii Paristi Sheriffs Office is writing to express it's opposition to Nextel's so-called 
"Consensus Plan" aiid to tirgc the FCC to adopt the "Balanced Approach", which was filed on 
May 29, 2003 As discussed below i i i  grcatci- detail, we helieve that the Consensus Plan will 
ciiiiiecessarily jeopardizc Public Safety coiiiinuiiication systems. Instead, the FCC should adopt a 
soltilion such iis (he Balanced Approach that does iiot require Public Safety licensees to relocate 
and docs no1 reduce their interference protection. 

\Vc ilrc concenied that Ihc Consensus Plaii's !-clocaticii prccess 1s estreiiisly Co.%pIiiZtcd ail: 
there I S  i o  guarantee that Public Safcty licensees will be able to continually operate their 
coinmtiiiicatioiis systcins during this process. Furthermore, i t  I S  unrealistic to expect all Publlc 
Sarcty licensees 10 rclocate in 12  months or less given Ihe coniplexity of some Publlc Safety 
systclrls 

Also, Public Safely Iiceiisecs cotild be subject to inorc interference because the Consensus Plan 
protects Public Safety licensees only if they meet certam srgnal strength and rece~ver 
reqtiircmciits Bccause most Public Safety comniuiiication systems do not meet these 
I'cqtIiremcnts Ihcy w i l l  have to cxpeiid sigiiificant resources to ensure that thcy are protccted from 
intcrferencc Ftirthcr, the intcrfereiice situation could he worse if rehandins I S  not completed 
before Ncxtel's Tuiidiiig runs out 

3' 



'Tlierelbre, the Franklin Parish Sheriffs Office supports the Balanced Approach, which is superior 
10 (tic Consensus Plan becausc it takcs pro-active stcps to irnincdiately dcal with Public Safety 
interference hy rclytng on technical solutions and increased enforcement. As a rcsult, this 
proposal I S  less disrtiptivc and lcss cxpcnsive than the Consensus Plan so Public Safety 
~onii i i i inicalisns will not hc Icopirdizcd 
Sheri rl-s Orlice tirzcs thc F K  to adopt the Balanced Approach. 

IRespectfii I I y, 

For all Ihe reasons statcd above, the Franklin Parish 

Stcvc E Pylanl, 
Sheri [I' 


